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Our Vision  

To Develop Life-long Thinkers and Learners.

Designed and compiled by Ohaeawai Primary School, 2006




Six Steps of the Model:



PERMEATE

INITIATE

GET READY



EXAMINE

ORGANISING AND PRESENTING


NEXT STEPS - REFLECTION



What is it?

Expose children to the topic or theme. 
Purpose:

Widening the children’s horizons and permeating the class with information and experiences about the topic.  Getting the children interested in the topic or theme.

Skills:

Reading, listening, viewing, watching, discussing, wondering, thinking about, mind mapping, locating

Using books, videos, websites and listening to experts



?
Learning Centres

?
Worksheets

?
Activity Cards

?
Tony Rhyan’s “Thinkers Keys”

?
National Library Books

?
Videos

?
Web Quests and Designated Sites

?
Guest Speakers (Experts)

?
Newspaper Articles

?
Museum Visits


What is it?

Developing of rich questions to base the children’s inquiry on.  Following the permeate stage; what do we want to find out?  What is the big question we want to find answers to?  What are the smaller questions we need to find answers to?

Purpose:

To determine what interests the children and what they want to find out (sparks their curiosity).  Essential in determining the path of their inquiry.
Skills

Formulation of questions (rich/good questions), prioritising questions, eliminating questions where the answer is already known/not a good question


· Question Wheel
· Keys to Thinking

· Question Starters

· Rich Questions – outlined and practised


What is it?

An action plan that outlines the course of the inquiry.  It shows what the children will do as they undertake their inquiry.  It identifies resources to be accessed, places to visit and deadlines to be met.

Purpose:

To ensure the both the children and the teacher have a guideline of what the group or individuals inquiry will look like.  It ensures that the children are accountable for their work actions.
Skills:

Identifying and locating necessary resources, time management, establishing deadlines, working co-operatively,



What is it?

Acting on getting ready.  Children carry out the researching, locating and activities noted in their action plan.

Purpose:

For children to activate their action plan and find the answers to their inquiry questions.

Skills:

Searching resources, skim reading, note taking, recording, using graphic organisers, forming opinions, interviewing, faxing, video conferencing, conducting phone calls, searching the internet, locating good websites, using indexes and analysing data



What is it?

Organising and presenting the information. Now the children have the information, what can they do with it to share it with others that will make a difference?

Purpose:

The key is that it should be something that makes a difference in some way.  It’s taking their learning to the next step.  It is to consolidate and their new learning with others.

Skills:

Promoting, constructing, publishing, speaking, writing, organising, presenting, inventing, displaying, performing, conversing, sharing, using ICT tools


· A power point presentation

· A poster

· A pamphlet

· A speech

· A picture book

· A letter to the editor of the newspaper

· A movie

· A play/production

· A website

What is it?

Sharing findings and the effects of the presentation.  Evaluating the entire PIGEON Inquiry Learning process and the learning that has taken place.

Purpose:

To celebrate the success and the learning.  Evaluating what has been achieved and critically reflecting on the learning and the process.  What were the strengths and weaknesses?

Skills:

Presenting, organising, preparing, speaking, speech making, critical thinking – using the six thinking hats, evaluating, self-assessment/peer-assessment – using rubrics 


Some ‘Possible Questions’ to reflect on:

· Did I/we answer the question?

· Did I/we use a range of information sources?

· Did I/we write the information in my/our own words?

· How can I/we improve my/our research skills?

· What would I/we change next time?

· What research skills have I/we learnt?

· Did I/we manage my/our time and resources well?


Celebrating Success – Ideas
· invite parents along 

· have a celebration afternoon/evening

· show pictures of the children working through the process

· present the entire inquiry process on the classroom wall
· share at assembly
PIGEON!
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