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| Nga mihi nui kia koutou katoa. Greetings everyone. ||Week1y Newsletter No. 37 Thursday 24 November |

® Congratulations to last week’s “Cool Kids” Kate Penese and Te
Rerenga Piripo, both from Room 1 and both for going up a level in their
reading.

® Earlier we welcomed Dr¢é Reihana to our school. - Dré has fitted in
so well I had omitted to welcome her the week she arrived!! (Sorry Dré.
Maureen.) We hope she is enjoying her time here.

= Sport Northland/ Top Energy Swim Safe programme - It is
great to see so many children bringing their togs to school. We are really
lucky to have a swimming instructor coming in to teach swimming each
Monday for four weeks. All classes have already had two sessions. Parents
are most welcome to come and watch the lessons in action. Your children
will tell you when their swimming time is or phone school and we can tell
you the times.

™ Catering at Pakaraka Hall this Sunday 27th November — Many
thanks to the people who have offered to help. If you are able to help with
baking please let Lee know.

= Graduation Dinner December 5th 6:00pm at Pakaraka hall -
Remember we need to confirm the numbers for catering by Friday 2™ De-
cember so please send confirmation and payment to the school office as
soon as possible. All the year 6 children took home invitations last week.
The cost is $18.00 per person.

= Kaikohe Christmas Parade - Friday 9" December. The theme
for this year’s parade is “Nursery Rhymes”. If anyone is willing to organ-
ise this year’s float please let Lee know. We still need volunteers please.

= Year 4 Camp 30 Nov - 02 Dec. Cooper’s Beach Youth Camp
Mangonui - Permission, medical and transport forms are to be read,
signed, and returned with payment/part payment to Maureen at the office.
Thank you. The last updated food requirement list was sent out last week.
Please let Maureen know what you can donate so we don’t end up with
excess items. The children’s clothing list was sent out on Monday. Pay-
ment can be made in instalments or full amount to Maureen in the office as
soon as possible. Must be paid by the end of this week, 25 November.

® Strategic Plan — We are presently reviewing our school’s 2011-2014
Strategic Plan. If you have any ideas please contact Lee or any of the
BOT members. We would really value your input. There is a copy of the
charter in the foyer at school.

& Future Enrolments — If you know of any children who intend to enrol
at Ohaeawai School please encourage them to contact the school office.

Summer Slump - Reading over the holidays for new en-
trant to Year 5 - It is very important that all children continue to read over
.+, the holidays. Research says that children can slip back
'Q\' over summer. If you are concerned about your child’s
I reading we will give out extra reading material for your
child. You need to send a note with your child to me say-
ing you want books for over the summer. In the last week
of school I will send these out. Joining the local library is
another good idea. Contact: Raewyn Ritchie, Room 3.

Calendar Corner

30 Nov - 02 Dec - Year 4 camp at Coopers Beach
05 Dec - Y6 Graduation dinner Pakaraka Hall 6:00
09 Dec - Kaikohe Christmas parade

12 Dec - End of year concert Kaikohe Memorial Hall

6:00pm start
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13 Dec - Last Day of school
Tuesdays:  Toys Day
Wednesdays: Wheels Day

Fridays: School Banking:
Westpac & ASB

2012 Term Dates

Term1: 01 Feb. - 05 Apr.
Term 2: 23 Apr. - 29 Jun.
Term 3: 16 Jul. - 28 Sep.
Term4: 15 Oct. - 14 Dec.

\\‘ N I 'tW€$1Ve been notified
A this week that some children have
nits.

PARENTS: Please check your
children’s hair for headlice and their eggs and
treat as necessary. Thank you from all other par-
ents and children! Headlice live on the human
scalp, feed on human blood through the scalp 5
or 6 times a day, may cause itching, occasionally
causing scalp infections. Female lice lay about 7
- 10 eggs each night close to the scalp. Each egg
is firmly glued to a hair. Eggs are small and hard
like a grain of salt and normally pale in colour.
After hatching the empty egg cases are white.
Eggs hatch in 9 days and a louse (adult) will live
for 40 days. You do t h e Howaadnyh
live adult lice in your child’s hair laying 7 - 10
eggs every night and then those eggs hatching in
9 days to continue the cycle, while you didn’t
realise your child has had nits.
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and money are due back at school by Friday 02

December. Thank you. Liz Christensen B.C.O.
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Yesterday on Wednesday wheels day a “Silver Razor” scooter was taken home by mistake. Could you please check
the one you have at home if it’s not yours please return it to Ohaeawai School. Thank you.

Information contained in this newsletter may not be reproduced without the prior consent of Ohaeawai School.
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Rm ¥rs4 &5 MrsBrajkovich

Swimming has been a blast over the last
two weeks as we have been having lessons
from the Swim Safe ladies. They have
been teaching us things like the mushroom
float, the jellyfish float and the bent-legs
starfish float. These are all techniques that
help us save energy when we are in the
water.

Then, yesterday we had four instructors
who came to teach us about cricket. They
showed us how to catch and bowl. Then
we had some games of Speed Cricket
which we can only describe as ‘fast and
furious’. We were all exhausted by the
time our session was over.

Please remember to bring your home read-
ers back on Friday. This is the last week
we will be bringing readers home for this
year as soon our librarian starts doing her
inventory of all the reading resources in
the school.

This will also be our last week doing
spelling lessons and homework as next
week Mrs B will be away on the year 4
camp.

We are all looking forward to having Mr
Simmonds in our class for the three days
next week when Mrs B is on camp. She
has told him that we need to do all kinds of
‘fun’ activities while she is away!!!

IR m 2r6 Mrs Craig I

Tena koutou katoa.

Time is now flying by very quickly. On
Monday we had another lesson from the
Swim safe instructors. Our focus this week
was on survival techniques - floating and
sculling. We have been working on these
skills for the rest of the week and there has
been some good improvement.

Yesterday we had Cricket coaching which
was lots of fun. There are definitely some
potential future cricketers in Room 2.

On Tuesday I sent home a notice about our
trip to the Waitangi Mangroves on Thurs-
day 1st December. Thanks to those who
have already returned their slip. Could I
please have these returned to me by tomor-
row so I can organise transport and parent
help. I also forgot to mention that children
will need sensible footwear for the walk -
no bare feet please.

This week we have been busy working on
our inquiries about the Mangroves. The
children are starting to understand the real
importance of them.

Tomorrow is the second Transition Day at
Okaihau College. Please send a note along
or give me a call if you require transport
for your child so I can organise this.

R m Y3 MissRitchie

Tena koutou katoa.

This week has been extremely busy!

We were lucky enough to have the swim
safe lady here again on Monday. She
taught us how to do a mushroom float
which can be used if we fall off a boat,
kayak or have been thrown underwater by
a powerful wave. “To get into a mush-
room float position you need to put your
chin on your chest, bring you knees up
and put your arms around them.” Kayla
Murray. She then got us to blow out all of
our air through our noses and see if we
could sink to the bottom. We had a com-
petition to see who could stay in that posi-
tion the longest.

Yesterday we had some cricket coaches
teach us how to use a bat correctly and
how to do an overarm bowl. “To throw
the ball correctly you have to do the peace
sign with your first two fingers, they go
on top of the ball and your thumb grips on
the bottom of the ball.” Katie Morgan.

R m 6yr4 MrsRuawai

Rm Ars1&2 MrsClarke

R m Y 1 Mrs Ritchie & Miss Nicola

The children are always excited about
Wednesdays when we have Sam the read-
ing dog and his owner Margaret visit our
classroom for half an hour. The children
read to Sam and Margaret and talk about
their books.

I have been writing reports and testing the
children. I am very pleased with the re-
sults. All children are trying hard with
their learning.

Swimming is well underway. We have
people from Sport Northland supporting
our teaching. Even though it’s a little cold
the children are loving the swimming.

We are still doing our reading so please
make sure that you read with them each
night.  Mrs Ritchie

Kia ora.

Yesterday we had cricket coaching. The
children really enjoyed playing a game of
speed cricket and learning a bit about
bowling.

Swimming is well under way, there are still
a few children not bringing notes if they
will not be swimming. We have another
day of swim safety on Monday so please
ensure all children have their togs on this
day.

Please keep up the reading and spelling at
home for the rest of this term. It has been a
bit disrupted this term but I will try my
best to make sure they have spelling words
every week and a book every day. If you
think your child needs extra spelling words
please send me a note and I will send home
more words.

It is so nice to be back to normality! The
children have been well looked after in
my absence!

This week we have been preparing for our
Year 4 camp. We are looking forward to
lots of fun and games at Coopers Beach.
A special thank you to Mrs B who has
made all the arrangements. We wouldn’t
have been able to do it without her!!!

Thank you to Temepara’s mum for con-
tinuing to make the costumes for our end
of year assembly in the not-so-distant
future ... they are looking fabulous!
We are so lucky to have such talent!

The children had fun at cricket coaching
yesterday. It was great to see all those
skills children have! It looks as if cricket
will be a popular summer sport this year!
Thank you to Steve and his crew for shar-
ing their skills with us.

Lee Whitelaw. Principal

R m Y2 Miss Ross

Tena koutou katoa.

This week we had Jenny come along on Monday afternoon to work with us in the pool. We learnt how to do a mushroom float in case
we fall overboard off a boat. It was great fun and could also be useful.

On Wednesday we had cricket coaching. We were shown how to bowl a ball and learnt how to play speed cricket.

This Friday is our class school assembly and we have been practising for this. If you are free please come and join us.

We have also been practising our item for our end of year prizegiving on Monday 12 December. Remember to book this date in and

we hope to see you all there.




