
This week we are pleased to welcome Tony Munford to our 

school.  We all hope he enjoys his time at Ohaeawai School. 

Many thanks to the parents who  provided  transport and supervi-

sion for the year 4 camp.  Your help is much appreciated.  From all ac-

counts they are all having a great time up at the camp. 

Spelling – Congratulations to all those children who have worked 

hard all year to achieve their spelling targets.  Some children have made 

remarkable progress through their own determined efforts.  A special party 

is being held next Friday at school to celebrate these children’s achieve-

ments. 

Readers and Library Books – Could we have all these back at 

school as soon as possible as we will be doing a stocktake shortly. 

Library Books - Children need to return all library books this week as I 

will be doing a stocktake next week.  Children are welcome to take home 

holiday reading, books may be issued after stocktake is complete. This is a 

good time to have a search and return any school resources that may have 

accumulated over the year.  Many thanks Mrs C 

Lost Property - remember please check the lost property box, outside 

classrooms, and the school grounds for your children’s clothes, togs, tow-

els, footwear etc.  Any items left at school at the end of term will be re-

moved from school grounds and given to a charity.  Thank you. 

Our New Building – We are really excited as the construction of our 

new building is due to begin next week.  It is being built out the back next 

to Room 7 so hopefully by the beginning of term 1 it will be well under-

way. 

Graduation Dinner December 5th 6:00pm at Pakaraka Hall – 

Remember we need to confirm the numbers for catering by tomorrow Fri-

day 2nd December so please send confirmation and payment to the school 

office as soon as possible.   The cost is $18.oo per person.   

Strategic Plan – We are presently reviewing our school’s 2011-2014 

Strategic Plan.  If you have any ideas please contact Lee or any of the 

BOT members.  We would really value your input.  There is a copy of the 

charter  in the foyer at school. 

Nits - Parents remember to check your child’s hair 

for these often. Thank you from all other parents and chil-

dren! 

Knowledgenet website email address for children and fami-

lies to access is:  www.ohaeawai.knowledge.net.nz 
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Issue 8 brochures have been given out.  Orders 

and money are due back at school tomorrow  

Friday 02 December.  Thank you.   Liz Christen-

sen.  B.C.O. 

Summer Slump - Reading over the holi-

days for new entrant to Year 5 - It is very important 

that all children continue to read over the holidays.  Re-

search says that children can slip back over summer.  If 

you are concerned about your child’s reading we will 

give out extra reading material for your child.  You need to send a note with 

your child to me saying you want books for over the summer.  In the last 

week of school I will send these out.  Joining the local library is another 

good idea. Contact: Raewyn Ritchie, Room 3. 

Get on your bike for 
the Kaikohe Santa Pa-
rade Friday 9 Decem-
ber.  This year the Far 

North District Council and the Pou 
Herenga Tai ï Twin Coast Cycle Trail are 
entering a óriding floatô and invite you and 
your whanau to decorate your Bike and ride 
in the parade with us!  Meeting at Mid North 
Motor Inn, Kaikohe Friday 9th December. 
Decorating bikes from 4pm, Parade starts at 
6pm Anyone with a bike **but if youôre under 
14 youôll need a parent or supervisor to join 
you.   Far North District Council staff will help 
decorate your bikes out with Christmas fun. 
Register online at www:fndc.govt.nz or 
phone 09 401 5200 with names and num-
bers from your Kura or friends Bring your 
bike, helmet, gold-coin koha, and any cos-
tume or personal decorations you want on 
your bike.  Prizes for best dressed bike. 



Rm 4  Yr 3   Miss Ritchie  

Tena koutou katoa. 
 
Time this term seems to fly by! 
 
Our swimming is coming along nicely.  It 

is great to see just about all of Room 4 

swimming everyday.  On Monday, the 

swim safe instructor came back and we 

learnt how to conserve our energy while 

swimming by kicking on our front, and 

then when we need a rest and to breathe, 

to turn onto our back and relax but still 

kick.  The children are able to do this very 

well.  Remember, if your child is unable 

to swim you need to send a signed and 

dated note to school regarding this. 
 
We have been exploring different poem 

structures in writing.  We have been writ-

ing ‘I am’ poems about whales.  This is 

Catherine’s poem. 
 
I am 
 
I am slow and peaceful 

I wonder when they are going to stop 

I hear the booms of the enemies weapons 

I see what is happening to my ocean 

I want to make this end 

I am slow and peaceful 
 
I pretend to be a fish in slow motion 

I feel scared and uncomfortable 

I touch the hard rocks and seaweed 

I worry, are they ever going to quit? 

I cry about my home that has disappeared 

I am slow and peaceful 
 
I understand what is happening to me 

I say, I hope people are trying to save us 

I dream of what it will be like in the future 

I try to not think about what is happening 

to my world 

I hope someday we will be saved 

I am slow and peaceful 
 
Catherine Lord 

Kia ora. 
 
The Year Four students are currently up in 

Coopers Beach on camp, and so Mr Sy-

mons is back with the Year Fives for three 

days this week. 
 
We have been writing postcards to Thawn 

in Australia (who left last term) paying 

attention to the correct layout, writing 

style, as well as designing our own images 

and stamps.  
 
We have been continuing with our inquiry 

learning based on the sea. We have a di-

verse range of presentation formats in pro-

cess. 
 
Sport Northland came earlier this week to 

teach us water safety techniques.  We have 

been practicing these techniques through 

the week– the water is still quite chilly! 
 
Have a great weekend. 

Rm 1   Yrs 4 & 5   Mrs Brajkovich 

Tena koutou katoa. 
 
Thanks to all the parents that helped out 

with our field trip today to the Waitangi 

mangroves.  It is very much appreciated. 
  
This week we have been working hard to 

get our inquiry presentations finished about 

Mangroves and Estuaries. The children 

have produced some great pieces of work. 
 
Maureen needs to have all names and mon-

ey handed in tomorrow for the Year 6 

Graduation on Monday night at the Pakara-

ka hall.  The dinner starts at 6:00pm. 
  
Next Friday we will be having our End of 

the Year class party.  We will be having a 

shared lunch and doing athletics.  Parents 

you are more than welcome to come along 

and join in. Children will also be bringing 

home all their stationery so if anyone has 

plastic bags we would love some for pack-

ing all their books etc into.  
 
Next week we will also be busy practising 

our item for the End of Year prizegiving on 

Monday 12th December. 

Rm 2   Yr 6   Mrs Craig 

Lee Whitelaw.   Principal 

Rm 7    Yrs 1 & 2   Mrs Clarke  

Kia ora.  
 
Yesterday we had soccer coaching. The 

children really enjoyed playing games with 

Dan and learnt some soccer skills. There 

are some great soccer players in our class! 
 
Swimming is going well but we missed a 

few sessions as it hasn’t been very warm 

this week. On Monday the children had a 

good session with Jenny, who helped them 

to glide and kick. All but a few can do this 

really well. 
 
Next week we are having a special spelling 

party for all those children who have 

achieved their age level. Lots of children 

have worked really hard this year and this 

will be a fun day to reward them. 
 
 Tomorrow is our last assembly for the 

year, it won’t be a long one. You are wel-

come to come.  
 
Crash tumble goes the sea waves crashing 

down on the sea rocks. 

The beautiful green and blue waves crash 

and tumble everywhere on the sea rocks. 

Wow!  A dolphin jumps out of the waves 

Crash! Goes the dolphins tail the crash 

explodes everywhere. 

The dolphin does flips everywhere. 
 
Riley Clayden 

Rm 5  Yr 2  Miss Ross  
Tena koutou katoa.       
 
This week we would like to welcome 

Tony Munford to our class. 
 
We are busy organising our portfolios 

ready to go out at the end of next 

week.  We are also continuing with our 

practising for our prizegiving.   
 
On Wednesday we had Dan Johnston 

come along and do some soccer skills 

with us.  It was great fun and we learnt 

some good skills and had lots of fun.   
 
If you have any school readers or library 

books could you please get these back to 

school as soon as possible. 

Rm 3  Yr 1  Mrs Ritchie & Miss Nicola

Swimming is going well with all students 

able to blow bubbles with their head under 

the water. We are learning how to kick 

with long legs and flippy floppy feet and 

we are all trying very hard not to splash 

Miss Nicola!!  
 
As it is the first of December we are start-

ing some Christmas decorations and we 

have researched how to make an advent 

calendar. We are starting today so we can 

open a new window at home everyday 

until Xmas. Please help your child fill in 

some pictures or hide some pictures of 

your own so it is a surprise for them to see. 

We hope to finish these tomorrow.  
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone! 

Fuse Circus  
Campground  Chaos  

Paihia Village Green  

from the 31st of December to 

the 14th of January 

1:00pm and 8:00pm daily. 

Except on the 1st, 4th, and 12th 

when we will be just doing night 

shows. 

REMEMBER to wash 

your hands often.  

There are still some 

colds and tummy bugs 

going around, and 

around, at the moment. 


